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Mike Larsen, Perkins, Legend Keeper, Acrylic,
30"x40", NBC Bank Oklahoma Artist Series 2003

The Value of Art in Business

by Kelsey Karper
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“The selection and installation of art in the workplace is a
powerful way for a company to favorably project its overall
image,” said Dr. Joy Reed Belt, owner and director of JRB
Art at The Elms gallery in Oklahoma City, which provides
corporate art services to help businesses place original art
in their offices.



“Art instantly communicates a company’s
unique corporate culture and makes the
workplace more inviting and stimulating. It

is also a means for businesses to remind their
customers, as well as their employees, that they
value creativity and originality.”

Some Oklahoma businesses have taken this
idea to heart and are commissioning local
artists to help them express their place in the
community. Iguana Mexican Grill, NBC Bank
and Autry Technology Center all expressed
their desire to support the artistic community,
and in doing so, have created a place for the
public to experience art in their daily lives.

Iguana Mexican Grill, a restaurant that
reopened in downtown Oklahoma City in

the summer of 2008 after a nine year hiatus,
has a distinctive atmosphere that features

the work of many local artists. Owner Steve
Mason is a supporter of the arts and thought it
important to include original artwork in the
fnew restaurant.

Manager Robert Painter worked with artists to
commission works to be included in the space.
For Iguana Mexican Grill, the art is about
more than decoration — it was a way to carry
on the energy from their original location by
featuring some of the same artists. Oklahoma
City artists Sue Cooper and Brian Palmer

each have several paintings in the restaurant

and were a part of the original Iguana artists.
Other works include custom glass by Rick

and Tracey Bewley, photography by Michael
Humphreys, and paintings by C. Lynn Mallett.
The handmade idea even continues to other
elements of the restaurant with seating by
Kyle Golding, tables by Gary Bessinger,
window treatments by Jeffrey Hammons and
dishes by Oklahoma’s Frankoma Pottery.

When asked why they felt original works

were important, Painter said “We wanted to
support local artists. Artists struggle anyway
and it’s hard to be an artist and make a living.
T've lived in Oklahoma all my life and want to
support the local talent here.” Painter said they
even hope to someday use local farmers for
their ingredients.

A more unusual partnership between business
and artists is found at NBC Bank with
Chairman Ken Fergeson. An enthusiastic
supporter of the arts, Fergeson developed a
program called the Oklahoma Artist Series
that truly sets his banks apart for customers.
Each year, he commissions an Oklahoma artist
to create an original work of art along with
500 signed reproductions of the work. The
reproductions are given as gifts to many of the
bank’s clients.

With several locations across the state, the
original painting travels to each site where
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The lounge at Iguana Mexican Grill in OKC
features custom glass by Rick and Tracey
Bewley, paintings by C. Lynn Mallett, seating by
Kyle Golding and tables by Gary Bessinger

they host an artist reception, allowing the
community and bank customers to experience
the art and creator first-hand. Everyone who
comes through the teller line at an NBC
Bank receives a postcard with an image of the
artwork and information about the artist.

This tradition is now in its sixth year and
Fergeson hopes to continue for at least twelve
years, with a goal of creating a calendar
featuring the entire collection. Many of the
bank’s customers look forward to receiving
their signed copy of the commissioned piece,
some with the entire collection hanging in
their office or homes. One customer even
claims to have redecorated their summer home
around their collection. Participating artists
are all either born in Oklahoma or live in the
state now and have included Mike Larsen, H.
Holden, Jean Richardson, Kenny McKenna,
Otto Duecker and Mitsuno Reedy.

NBC Bank has also commissioned several
public art pieces by Enid area sculptor H.
Holden. Each year, the bank selects an
Oklahoma charity as a recipient of a large
Holden sculpture, to be placed in a public
setting. Additionally, small versions of the
sculpture are sold to fund the commission and
to raise money for the charity organization.
NBC Bank has found a way to make an
investment in the community by making an

investment in art. )
continued on page 24
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Another example of art bringing life to

a building is a new facility at the Autry
Technology Center in Enid. The Center is
a part of a nationwide system providing
skill development and job opportunities
and the new building is home to the Center
for Business Development, a place to help
people bring their entrepreneurial ideas to
reality. The placement of photographs by
Enid photographer Mike Klemme on the
walls of the new building exemplify the
community’s involvement in the planning
of the center and the northwest Oklahoma
perspective. The Autry Technology

Center commissioned Klemme to create
photographs that are representative of the
industries in the area such as oil and energy
industries and aviation. The photographs
include custom commissioned pieces, as well
as selections from Klemme’s large catalog
of work. Ron Duggins, the Coordinator for
the Center for Business Development, said
that featuring the artwork in the building
gives their clients a nice environment for
beginning their business and contributes
to a positive start-up for their endeavor.
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By offering such a wonderfully designed
building, Autry is contributing to their
success.

These Oklahoma businesses have realized
the potential of art to connect with their
clients and distinguish themselves within
their communities and beyond. The benefits
extend beyond a well-decorated workplace by
supporting the talents of Oklahoma artists,
providing a venue for the public to interact
with original artwork and creating an
identity for their businesses as a place where
imagination and innovative ideas are key to
their success. W

About the Author: Kelsey Karper is the Editor
of Art Focus Oklahoma and a photographer
working in historic and alternative processes. She
can be reached at publications@ovac-ok.org.
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Mike Klemme, Enid, Smoker, Photography,
Autry Technology Center collection.
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